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Good Evening, 

I first want to thank my colleagues once again for giving me the honor to serve as the Mayor for another year.  Before I get started I want to point a few of our County dignitaries here tonight.  I want to welcome the Morris County Clerk, Ann Grossi.  Freeholders Kathy DeFellippo, John Cesaro and David Scappichio.  Thank you all for coming.

Our mission tonight is simple.  We will be announcing new Committee appointments to our various Boards and appointing outside professionals whose job it is to keep the bold vision of this town alive. 

In the next half hour, this Committee will be conducting the business of the Town. As you know we have additional responsibilities besides deciding on these appointments.  It is all of our jobs to make Harding a compelling story.  We need to be constantly aware that we are competing with other towns to attract people to our community. Every decision we make must be towards that common goal. 

We cannot however lose sight of the fact that we reside in a State with serious problems.  New Jersey has over $400 billion in debts and unfunded liabilities. Each year it gets worst. We are already the highest and the most over-taxed state in the nation. Each day we read newspaper accounts of towns that are dealing with results from bad decisions and poor planning that many years later have placed them into dire situations.  Everyone sitting up here tonight understands the need to make tough decisions. Municipalities just like ours are grappling with these same issues in meeting places all over the United States.  Most are not as fortunate as Harding Township but we still have challenges ahead.  It means that we can take nothing for granted when it comes to our own budget and expenses. 

Last year the Harding Township Committee decided to reach out to elected officials beyond our town’s borders.  The results speak for themselves.  After months of discussions, the Freeholder Board finally agreed to invest millions of dollars in the County roads running through our town, years ahead of schedule. 

We saw also witnessed something else in 2014 that was quite extraordinary. We learned that there was a keen interest in residents wanting to give back to a community that has meant so much to them.   Last fall we undertook much needed renovations to this municipal building and in the spring we will be rededicating the tennis courts, all the result of private donations.  And more gifts have already been pledged in 2015.   Speaking of such gifts and talk about giving back, this past Saturday, Edgar Anderson died.  The Anderson’s were very generous to this town and tonight we also celebrate their life.

We would be remiss tonight not to also mention several private organizations that help this town be its very best.  One is the Harding Land Trust, led by its president Tim Jones, and Executive Director Mady Devine. HLT works closely with our HOST Committee what they have collectively accomplished in open space acquisitions over the years has been astounding. The Bridle Path Association oversees a great trail system that embraces our rural heritage.  We have the Historical Society, run by Chris Allyn that has agreed to help provide this building with historical artifacts and we have a magnificent library overseen by Lotte Newlin and run mostly by private donations. We have our Civic Association run by Steve Balog who continues to bring in talented writers and volunteers. We are also heartened by the fact that the local newspaper, the Observer Tribune continues to demonstrate its commitment to Harding by a assigning a reporter to cover our Township Committee Meetings and the events going on in our town.  It is becoming an increasingly rare event for newspapers to make such an investment.  We again welcome Mike Condone who does a wonderful job keeping residents informed.  So we have the Thumbnail and the Observer Tribune chronicling our activities.  What more could we ask for?

We have a great police Chief in Mark Giasanti, a long time veteran of the Department, who is beginning his second year in the job as Chief.  Tracy Toribio, our superintendent of Public Works who keeps our town in good shape at a reasonable cost. Lastly, we have Gail McKane, the Township Administrator who is very good at what she does.  I make a point each year that Gail volunteers to run those pesky marathons (mandated by the State, I might add) on weekends freeing all of us to do other things. Gail has a wonderful team behind her and we all continue to look forward to working with them. 

Last year I ended my comments by quoting long term resident Judi Ward who customarily would stand up at these meetings when things got particularly tense and remind us that we all have to take a deep breath.  Judi will be moving to the state of Washington to be with her family in April. We will miss her participation very much.

HARDING TOWNSHIP FRIENDS OF TREES

Harding Township Friends of Trees has been accepting donations to honor and remember special friends and loved ones since 2000.  We are a charitable 501 (c) 3 designated non-profit that works to beautify our town by planting trees in public spaces.

We are seeking interested townspeople to carry on the work!  Please contact Justine Kovacs (973-886-2459) if you are interested in taking an active part in HT Friends of Trees. 

Please send donations in any amount made out to "Harding Township Friends of Trees" 

C\O Justine Kovacs | PO Box 700 | New Vernon, NJ 07976

Donations of $250 or more are further memorialized by an engraved message on plaques that you can see in Town Hall.

HARDING TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT

New Program Gives Caregivers Peace of Mind

A new program, Project Lifesaver, has been implemented by the Morris County Sheriff’s Office to provide enhanced support and assistance to Morris County residents who are primary caregivers for an individual suffering from Alzheimer’s disease or a related dementia disorder as well as families of children afflicted with Down syndrome, autism, traumatic brain injuries or cognitive impairments.

These individuals might be prone to wander away from home and become confused or lost. Project Lifesaver allows for a proactive response by law enforcement if this happens. This not only saves time and manpower but also, gives caregivers and families peace of mind and reassurance that all possible resources will be utilized in the effort to locate and return their loved one home safely.

Participants in the Project Lifesaver program wear a special wrist or ankle bracelet equipped with a small transmitter which emits a signal that law enforcement can track when someone goes missing. Search times have been reduced from days and hours, to minutes. Average recovery times are well under 30 minutes.

The Morris County Sheriff’s Office serves as the lead agency for Project Lifesaver and in this role; it coordinates the overall operations and management of the program to ensure effective services. Other area agencies provide collaborative support, funding and programmatic assistance in the areas of participant referrals and application review.

For more information including enrollment criteria and application process, contact Patrolman Christel at Harding Police Department or visit: 

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?HardingTownshipCivic/ec6f0f1830/54a74e15d6/af955653d5

HARDING TOWNSHIP HEALTH DEPARTMENT

2015 Dog Licenses

If you reside in Harding Township and own a dog, age 7 months and older, your dog or dogs must be licensed every year by January 31, 2015.  Harding Township gives their residents till February 28, 2015, to license their dogs.  Beginning on March 1, 2015, a late fee of $10.00 per dog will be charged.  By State law, in order for a license to be issued, the dog’s rabies immunity must be good through October 31, 2015.  A copy of the 2015 Dog License Application can be found on the Harding Township website under the Health Department (www.hardingnj.org).  Any questions, please call 973/267-8000, extension 1968.

HARDING TOWNSHIP CIVIC ASSOCIATION

Dog Show returns to Harding! 

The Civic Association is planning a Dog Show next September at Hartley Farms, open to dogs that reside in Harding.(Be sure to register your dog with the Health Department now, if you haven’t already.)  We are looking for volunteers to help plan and execute this exciting event.  If you would like to get in on the action, please contact Richard Olsen at 973 765 0337 or rolsenpe@att.net.

HARDING TWIG

Fifth Annual Celebration

All are welcome to join the Harding Twig for a 5th Anniversary Celebration to benefit the Goryeb Children’s Hospital (AtlanticHealth.org). The fun-filled evening will include cocktails, dinner and live music by legendary New Jersey party band “The Nerds”

Friday, January 30, 2015 at 7 p.m.

The Park Avenue Club: 184 Park Ave.| Florham Park, NJ

Tickets are $125 by January 15, $150 after January 15. For information or tickets, please email hardingtwig@verizon.net

Proceeds from the evening will specifically fund life-saving equipment and vital services at the Gagnon Pediatric Emergency Department, which treats more than 33,000 patients annually from birth to age 21.

The Harding Twig would like to thank our generous sponsors: Montclair Radiological Assoc., PA, Foley, Inc., Executive Health Program at Atlantic Health System, Open Road Auto Group, Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C, Dr. Stephen Kao at West Main Complete Dentistry, Dr. Howard Kotkin, The Ricca Family and Morgan Stanley.
GREAT SWAMP WATERSHED ASSOCIATION: February 2015 Calendar

Take a Behind-the-Scenes Tour of the Great Swamp National Wildlife Refuge Sunday, February 8, 3–4:30 p.m.

Great Swamp NWR, Harding Township, NJ – Registered participants will receive exact meeting location

There are plenty of natural wonders squirreled away at New Jersey’s Great Swamp National Wildlife Refuge, and there’s no person more qualified to help you discover them than an experienced Refuge ranger. That’s why the Great Swamp Watershed Association has organized a Refuge hike with Ranger Dave Sagan.  Ranger Dave is a skilled biologist and naturalist who knows a thing or two about owls, foxes, ducks, and all the other animals found in the swamp. He’ll also give you the scoop on the 50-year-old federal Wilderness Act and a new management plan that’s just been drafted to protect all 7,768 acres of land and water at the Refuge. Warm clothing and waterproof footwear — especially hiking boots — are very strongly recommended for this hike.

Cost: Free. Please consider making a donation to the Great Swamp Watershed Association in support of this event and others like it. Hikes fill up fast, so advanced registration is strongly recommended. Register online at GreatSwamp.org or call (973) 538-3500 x22.

Mardi Gras Wine & Chocolate Tasting
Thursday, February 12, 5:30–7:30 p.m.
Great Swamp Watershed Association, 568 Tempe Wick Rd., Morristown, NJ

Shake off the wintertime blues and come help the Great Swamp Watershed Association celebrate Mardi Gras with a sumptuous wine and chocolate tasting party. Admission is free, but you must bring along at least one friend – the more the merrier! Upon arrival, you and your guests can sip on eight excellent wines and indulge in some truly delectable chocolate treats and hors d’oeuvres. And, of course, there will be plenty of eco-friendly Mardi Gras beads and doubloons to go around.  Later in the evening, test your wits and win some prizes when you play GSWA’s one-of-a-kind Purple, Green, & Gold Eco Quiz!

Remember, you must bring along at least one friend to cover the cost of admission. For every friend you bring, an anonymous donor will contribute $25 in support of GSWA’s many environmental stewardship, education, and advocacy programs. If you and your friends become new members of GSWA at the party, the same anonymous donor will match your membership gift dollar-for-dollar. That means your donation will go twice as far!

You must be 21 or older to participate. Mardi Gras masks are most welcome! If you cannot bring a friend, you are still welcome to join the party, but we politely ask that you contribute $25 to cover the cost of admission. To register online, please visit GreatSwamp.org. To register by phone or receive more information, please call (973) 538-3500 x22. All donations benefit the Great Swamp Watershed Association.
Contact:  Steve Reynolds: Director, Communications & Membership GSWA: (973) 538-3500 x21 : sreynolds@greatswamp.org
NEW VERNON VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT:
It's almost time for the Auxiliary – sponsored "Homemade Soup/Chili Contest".
What:  "CHILI/SOUP COOK-OFF"
Where:  Fire House, Village Road in New Vernon

When:  Sunday, March 8th
Time:  5:00PM - 6:00PM

For $7.00 you can sample many different chili’s and soups with fresh baked bread and coffee included.  Homemade desserts and soda will be available for sale.  Vote for your favorites!  Prizes will be awarded.  If you would like to enter a chili or soup in the contest, admission is free.  Please call Connie Cherrillo (973-539-9383) or Pat O'Reilly (201-919-2183) to let us know you will be entering a pot of chili or soup.

HARDING TOWNSHIP RECREATION ASSOCIATION

Registration Now Open

LACROSSE: register online at www.htra.info

T-BALL: registration will open in February at www.htra.info

KEMMERER LIBRARY: February Calendar 

Winter Hours:

Monday-Friday:10-5

Saturday:  
10-1

Sunday: 
12-3
For registration and a full description of our programs, please visit our website at www.hardinglibrary.org or call us at 973-267-2665.

Children’s Programs:  

Storytime for Toddlers:  Thursdays at 10:15 a.m.  We are thrilled to welcome Wendy Marchev as the Library’s new Storytime host.  Toddlers and their caregivers or parents are invited to join us for songs, exercise, games, stories, crafts, and a snack.  No registration necessary.

Young Masters with Artist Reagan Geschardt:  Alternate Fridays, 4-5:30 p.m.  Starting January 23.  Introduction to painting with acrylics for children ages 7 and up.  8 sessions in total.  Participants should plan to bring a cover-up (old t-shirt), canvas, and paint brushes – see our website for details.  

Adult Programs:

Evening Book Group, Wednesday, February 18, 7:30 p.m.   This month’s title is The Boys in the Boat by Daniel James Brown.  Out of the depths of the Depression comes an irresistible story about beating the odds and finding hope in the most desperate of times—the improbable, intimate account of how nine working-class boys from the American West showed the world at the 1936 Olympics in Berlin what true grit really meant.  No registration required – just join us for a spirited conversation!

Gray Power:  3rd Thursday of this month.   February 19, 10:30 a.m.  Lara Rouillard, social media expert, will introduce the audience to Twitter, Pinterest, and Instagram.    Registration requested, please. 

Amore! Italian Evening, 7:30-9:00 p.m.  Support your library and enjoy an evening in celebration of Valentine’s Day with guitarist, Darren O’Neil.  Italian wine and food tasting will set the mood!  $35 per person.  

Yarn Circle Knitting Club, every Wednesday, 1-2 pm.  Join us for conversation, inspiration and instruction by the fireplace.  Fun for beginners and experienced knitters alike.
Monday Morning Yoga, 10:30 a.m.  MJ Turnbull continues her popular yoga classes.  $10 suggested donation, please.

Mah Jongg Club, Thursdays, 12-2 pm.   Social play.  All are welcome.

Art @ Your Library:  Don’t miss the Library’s exhibit of paintings by Danish artists, Hanne Støvring, Christine Kjelsmark, and Janusz Tyrpak.  Through March 26.  

PLANNING BOARD: 
Meeting Highlights: December 15, 2014

Roll Call:  Mr. Dietz absent.

Announcements/Reports/Presentations

Mr. Saulnier publically thanked Mr. Newlin, outgoing Township Committee Member, for his service on the Planning Board and Township Committee.  Ms. Olcott also thanked Mr. Newlin and presented him with a token of the Board’s appreciation.

Resolutions:
Application 02-14, Dear Estate, Block 9, Lot 2, 174 Blue Mill Road.  The Board reviewed the written resolution which was orally approved at the last meeting.

Mr. Fox corrected lot acreage numbers that were inaccurate.  On a motion by Ms. Olcott, the amended resolution was unanimously approved (Messrs. Dietz and Jones had recused themselves based on their affiliations with the Harding Land Trust). 

Meeting adjourned.

HARDING TOWNSHIP ENVIROMENTAL COMMISSION

Meeting Highlights:  12| 3| 2014

The meeting of the Harding Township, NJ Environmental Commission (EC) was called to order at 7:34PM by Mr. Clew, Chairman.  “This regularly scheduled meeting of the Harding Township Environmental Commission was held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act. Adequate notice was given in announcements sent to the Observer Tribune and the Daily Record, filed with the Township Clerk and posted on “public bulletin boards”.

In Attendance: Richard Clew, Richard Bruno, Barbara Harrison, John Murray and Nicolas Platt 

Education Goals

Master Plan – Mr. Murray reported that he has highlighted the environmental information in the Master Plan and posted it online for review.  He asked that the Commissioners review the draft and provide comments.  Ms. Weiner offered to provide comments from a legal perspective.  Mr. Clew suggested that the webpage contain ‘references’ that link to more detailed information within the Master Plan.

Water & Waste – Mr. Bruno stated that he visited the Board of Health office to discuss septic system information as it relates to the website.  He is waiting to hear back from the person with final authority.

Flora & Fauna and Tree Planting – Mayor Platt indicated that residents have contributed funds for tree planting and landscaping efforts in the Township.  Mr. Bruno suggested mining the dead wood, shredding it and then replanting.  Mr. Clew recommended killing the invasives and planting grasses and other desirable plants which would create a ‘meadow effect’ and be more cost effective and less labor-intensive.  Mr. Murray advised a partnership with the Harding Land Trust and/or HOST as they already have management plans in place for their properties.

Easement Stewardship

Ms. Harrison stated that she has received the project materials from Mr. Murray and that they will arrange a meeting to discuss the stewardship process.  

Energy Efficiency 

Mr. Bruno reported that he has reviewed the municipal data and calculated that there is $75-100K in potential savings if the vehicles were converted to natural gas.  He explained that since the conversion can be done internally, the only requirement for a small-scale pilot project is a natural gas line.  A larger infrastructure with a compressor and backup generator would only be needed for a larger number of vehicles or if vehicles are to be filled quickly.  Mr. Bruno proposed a shared services agreement among the surrounding municipalities and indicated that it could develop into a revenue stream for the Township should the system eventually be open to the public.  

Planning Board – Mr. Clew reported that the Board heard a presentation regarding the 174 Blue Mill Road property acquisition and that they are now waiting for funding information from Green Acres.

HARDING TOWNSHIP SCHOOL

Alex Anemone, Superintendent of Schools, Ed.D
On Wednesday, January 7, the PTO voted - unanimously - to fund new audio-visual upgrades for our students and staff. These sound and lighting systems will be used for plays and concerts and cost approximately $25,000! As always, we appreciate the unwavering support of the PTO and its membership. Donations such as these allow our school to provide that something extra special for our children. We look forward to using these systems at future events. 
On Monday, February 23, at the Harding Township School Board of Education meeting, I will be presenting my second annual State of the Schools Address. The meeting will be held in the HTS Library/Media Center and will begin at 7:30pm. We hope to see you there. 
BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING

Highlights - Board of Education Meeting: 12|15 |1214
The Board welcomed Dr. Howard Kotkin as the new member to replace Dev Modi who resigned to assume his duties as Township Committee member.  Dr. Kotkin was selected by the Board from several candidates who had shown interest in the position.

The Superintendent presented a preliminary Budget Report showing the District in good financial condition.  He noted that the 2% cap does not affect the more affluent Districts as much as it does those in the poorer communities.  The Budget will be finalized in the coming months as items like health care become known.

The Business Administrator reported that the Architect will begin preparing plans for the upgrade of the elementary school bathrooms, the construction of which is expected to be a high cost item.  A low interest loan may be taken out to finance this endeavor over 5 years to avoid any big bump in the school’s budget.

Ms. Macaulay reported on the Curriculum and Instruction Committee which reviewed the issue of how well Harding students are doing at Madison High relative to the students coming up through the Madison School District.  The Committee looked back two years as well as at the three classes currently enrolled.  The result seemed to be that in some years we do as well or better (especially when a large class in involved) and in some years (especially with small class size) we don’t fare as well.  The Superintendent noted that some top Harding graduates often go to private schools instead of Madison, and that could preclude a comparison of “our best” to “their best”.  Another factor to consider, suggested Mr. Novotny, was an element of “bonding” among the Madison students, presumably because they had gone to school together in the previous years, and that the “bonding” did not seem to appear among the Harding students. Specifically, he observed this in the robotics class and in other hi-tech advanced study groups. This resulted in a more competitive atmosphere among the Madison students, whereas the Harding students seemed to be less involved.

In follow-up of last meeting’s discussion regarding the elimination of definitions and other background information in the revised Board Policies, Mr. Flynn reported that the company that does the writing for the policies said that this was the way they were doing it for all the Districts.  Apparently our District is going to go along with this change.  Mr. Novotny noted that this will make it harder for Board members (and the public too) to easily understand the policies because reference to other documentation will be necessary.  It seems that administrative expediency has overcome clarity and straightforwardness. 

As this was Mr. Novotny’s last Board meeting, laudations were given by all for his eleven years of service.  This was followed by a brief recounting of the Board’s accomplishments during this period.

Highlights - Board of Education Meeting – 7:30pm, Monday, January 5th, 2015

The first order of business was to swear in the newly elected Mr. Abi Singh and re-elected Ms Kim Macaulay.  The Board then elected Mr. Davor Gjivoje as President and Mr. John Flynn as Vice President.  Since there were two candidates for President, a paper ballot was proposed but rejected in favor of a voice vote since it had always been done that way.

The “Code of Ethics for School Board Members”, a rather short document, was read a paragraph at a time by successive Board members in compliance with the School Ethics Act.

The Superintendent noted that the Annual Harding Township School Calendar was ready for approval now that the Madison School calendar had been finalized. This will probably be voted on at the next meeting.  He also presented the results of the State’s “Student Growth Data” which measures improvement of students throughout the State as they move up through the grades.  Overall, most Harding Students are identified in the “high growth” area, ranging from 38% to 72% per student in the grades covered.  This speaks very well for our district.  More detail can be found on the School District’s website.

The dates for the scheduled Board meetings were approved.  It is given below for those who may not see the official notifications.

Jan 5 & 19

May 4 & 18
Sep 14 & 21
Feb 2 & 23

Jun 1 & 22
Oct 5 & 19
Mar 2 & 16

Jul 20

Nov 2 & 16
Apr 13 & 27

Aug 17

Dec 7 & 21

Eight rather pro-forma resolutions, apparently required by State rules for all Districts, were presented for approval, seven of which passed.  “The Maximum for Public Relations Expenditure” generated discussion.  The value for 2015 was set therein at zero dollars (as it had historically been) which caused the President to recommend tabling the item until it could be ascertained whether or not some money should be designated to promote a greater awareness throughout the community of the School District’s many positive attributes.  Mr. Flynn offered that first a need for such should be identified and a program developed which would then establish a cost for implementation.  Others pointed out that the Superintendent’s reports in the Thumbnail and on the website as well as other places perform this function.  After further deliberation, the Board decided to table the item.

The eleven standing committees were identified but assignments to them were not made, with the exception of the Madison Board of Education.  The Madison Board generally meets twice monthly on Tuesday, starting at 6:30 and often running quite late according to Ms Macaulay.  It also requires some experience on the Harding Board to provide good representation.  After discussion, Mr. Flynn agreed to accept the assignment, previously held by Mr. Novotny.

An important resolution was read by the Board President and unanimously passed recognizing James Novotny’s years of dedicated service to the HTS Board of Education from 2004 to 2015.  This follows the laudatious farewell given to Mr. Novotny at the last meeting.

(Note: the purpose of this brief report is to help Harding residents connect with the School by highlighting significant items addressed by the Board and are not “meeting minutes”.  Those are filed by the Board Secretary and placed on the Harding School website for all to view, generally about a month after the meeting date.)
TOWNSHIP COMMITTTEE MEEETING

Annual Reorganization Meeting for Township Committee: 1|6|2015
On January 6, the Township Committee held its annual “reorganization meeting” where the “mayor” is selected (the citizens do NOT choose the mayor) and committee and liaisons are appointed.

First some background.  In New Jersey the 565 municipalities are organized as one of 5 different types – cities, boroughs, townships, towns and village (only Loch Arbor).  As well there are 12 forms of government.  Believe it or not a municipality can have a “form” of government that is different from its “type”.  Consequently we see the “Township of the Borough of Glen Ridge”.  This form/type structure makes NJ one of the most, if not the most complex states in terms of municipal government.

Little Harding (population about 3200) is a township which has a group of 5 elected officials (the township committee) which serves as both the executive and legislative authority. The township form of government is one of the oldest and is derived from the town meeting form used in New England, where a township committee has similar functions to the board of selectmen.  A township committee can have either 3 or 5 members (we have 5 in Harding) elected at-large, i.e. directly by the people.  Every year, the committee chooses one of its members to be the chairperson, commonly called the “mayor” to moderate meeting of the township committee but having no special powers.  All legislative and executive powers are exercised by the committee as a whole.  The committee may appoint an administrator to oversee day-to-day operations of the municipality.  Harding has such an administrator in the person of Gail McKane.  Of the 246 townships in NJ, only 144 actually of them use the township for of government. 

At the annual reorganization two recently elected township committee persons were sworn in: Devanshu Modi and Chris Yates.

Nicolas Platt was again selected as the chair for 2015 and Ned Ward was selected as vice chair. 

Assignments of the five TC members to 14 standing committees were made.  Committees range from Finance & Insurance to Planning & Zoning to Technology.

And the TC announced the assignments of TC members and appointments of citizen volunteers to nine committees, boards and commissions such as Citizens Park Advisory Committee, Environmental Commission, Open Space Trust.  

The Harding Township Civic Association will publish the full roster of these appointments in the Directory to be mailed to all Harding residents in February.  The directory will also include the function of each committee, contact data and information on how a resident can go about volunteering for appointment.

Meeting Highlights: 1|12|2015
New Police Officer Stephen Rollin Sworn In

At the January 12, regular meeting, the shortest since records have been kept,  a new police officer was sworn in.  He is Stephen Rollin.  Officer Rollin served 8 years in the United States Army and completed two tours in the Middle East.  He graduated from Morris County Community College and is more than half way to completing his BA degree.  He is also a graduate of Morris County Police Academy in which he enrolled and paid his own way.  We are told that most enrollees at the Academy are being sponsored by their current employer and are able to maintain their current position and income for this 22 weeks course.  Officer Rollin thanked those that helped him get where he is and said that becoming a fulltime police officer was the fulfillment of a “dream”.

With only two members of the public remaining after the swearing in of the new officer, most other business  at the meeting was mundane – approving minutes of prior meetings, awarding annual contracts to 13 professionals (attorneys, engineer, planner, etc), approving bill list.

A Touch of Glen Alpin.  There was a short discussion and straw poll on Glen Alpin, the historical property at the corner of Rt 202 and Tempe Wick Road.  A representative of the Glen Alpin Conservancy contacted the TC and asked if the TC would support a grant application for some architectural work on the portico and entrance.  The grant would have no matching by the Township so there would be no budget impact.  Since the TC must approve all grant applications, the Glen Alpin Conservancy wanted to know that time consuming application process would be worth the effort and not get vetoed in the end.  In an informal poll the TC members (4 against and one “no comment”) gave their indication that they would not support the grant.  Though it wasn’t completely clear, the reasoning of the TC seems to be that there is some hope that a tenant may be in the offing and that doing work, even just drawings for exterior work, might be fruitless if the tenant had other plans.   So Glen Alpin remains in limbo because it appears the cost to make this historical building inhabitable/useful (estimates have run from few to several million dollars) is prohibitive for economically motivated tenants.   
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF GREEN VILLAGE

Rummage Sale: February 4th and 5th
The sale will be held from 8:00 am until 11:00 am and then again from 4:00 pm until 7:00 pm on Wednesday.  The bag sale will be held from 9:00 am until 12:00 pm on Thursday. A welcome event for over 40 years, these sales have become a worthy "recycle" of usable clothing and housewares, as well as a treasure trove of items you cannot possibly live without. A bake sale is also held on the first day of the rummage sale. This adds up to great fun for both the faithful volunteers and the community. More information about the rummage sale and how to donate can be found on our website at http://www.orgsites.com/nj/gvumc or on our Facebook page.
HARDING SENIORS

Harding Seniors meet the second and fourth Thursday of the month at 11 A.M. in the Activity Center of the Church of Christ the King, Blue Mill Road. 
February 12, 2015 11 A.M. Lincoln's Birthday Program: Film: James Cagney in “Yankee Doodle Dandy ".

February 26, 2015 11A.M. Program: Leslie Mc Donnell--Overview of the many opportunities and programs offered by The Chambers Center for Well Being-Atlantic Health System. Lunch: all are welcome.

TOWNSHIP RECYCLING 
Hours of Operation:
Wednesdays:

7 am. – Noon: (7– 9am self service)

Every other Saturday: 
9 am - noon: February Dates:  14th and 28th
Commingled Recyclables: Consists of all aluminum and tin cans, glass bottles, all plastic bottles and containers with the Recycling symbol, and #1, 2, 4, 5 & 7. Try to crush plastic bottle to conserve space. Please remember no plastic or paper bags.

Commingled Mixed Fiber: Recycling: consists of all paper, cardboard, newspaper, office paper, magazines, and books. Please put loose or shredded paper in paper bag. Please flatten all boxes or fill with other paper products.

Other Accepted Items: Batteries; automotive (car) and household (rechargeable accepted); Automotive and light truck tires, (on or off rim), Propane tanks (BBQ size only) and fluorescent bulbs (tube and compact).

E-Waste items accepted: Computers, monitors, laptops and televisions cannot be put into household trash. However, all E-waste items including printers, copiers, fax machines and all computer peripherals can be brought to the Harding DPW recycling center at the regular hours of operation. 

Recycling Questions:
Please contact Tracy Toribio at Harding DPW - 973 267 2448, Mon- Fri 8:30 am to 3 pm.

HARDING TOWNSHIP CIVIC ASSOCIATION:

Thumbnail & Website News and Announcements
If you have a submissions for March Thumbnail please send it in by Friday February 13th by 5pm.

MS Word is the preferred format, thank you!
Current and past issues of the Thumbnail, as well as the Directory are available on our Website: www.HardingCivic.org.

Send questions or comments about Thumbnail to editor to: HTCA@mail.com  OR PO Box 72 New Vernon, NJ 07976

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Meetings as noted
Time
Environmental Commission 

1st Wednesday

7:30 PM

Seniors: Christ the King Church

2nd & 4th Thursday
11:00AM

Planning Board



4th Monday

7:30 PM

Historical Preservation Committee 
1st Thursday

7:30 PM

Board of Health 


2nd Thursday

7:30 PM

Board of Education 


1st & 3rd Monday
7:30 PM

Board of Adjustment 


3rd Thursday

7:30 PM

Township Committee 


1st & 2nd Monday
7:30 PM

Harding Open Space 


2nd Wednesday

7:30 PM

Harding TWP Civic Association 

2nd Tuesday

7:30 PM
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Meet the Mayor


Harding Township Civic Association invites Harding Township residents to an evening with Nic Platt, January 29th beginning at 7:30 p.m. at Kirby Hall.  
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